
 

 

The BDS Movement 
 

The Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Movement (BDS) is a global campaign against Israel. It is the 
newest weapon in the ongoing effort to eliminate Israel and deny the Jewish people their right to self-
determination. BDS brands itself as a progressive human rights movement, but nothing could be further 
from the truth. In reality, BDS undermines hopes for peace, justice, and human rights in the region. 
 

 
“the real aim of BDS is to bring down the state of Israel… Justice and freedom for Palestinians 
are incompatible with the existence of the state of Israel.” – As’ad Abukhalil, leading BDS activist1 

 
 

BDS is bigoted. It calls for the elimination Israel and the violation of Jewish rights. 
 

 BDS co-founder Omar Barghouti has said, “we oppose a Jewish state” and many other leading BDS 
activists have made similar statements.2 Norman Finkelstein, an infamous critic of Israel, has 
stated that BDS is “not really talking about rights. They’re talking about [how] they want to 
destroy Israel.”3 
 

 One of the BDS movement’s three central demands is, a “right of return” to Israel for millions of Palestinian 
refugees. If millions of Palestinians move to Israel, Israel will be replaced with a Palestinian state. This would 
violate international law and the rights of the Jewish people to self-determination.4 
 

 As a minority in a Palestinian state, Israeli Jews would likely be forced to live under the rule of racist political 
parties. Fatah and Hamas are the forces that dominate Palestinian politics today, and both regularly express or 
promote hatred of Jews and Israelis.5 

 

BDS is discriminatory. 
 

 BDS singles out Israel alone for boycotts while ignoring the world’s worst human rights violators. Israel is the 
only free country in the Middle East, with a record comparable to that of other liberal democracies.6 In the 
words of NYT columnist Thomas Friedman, “criticizing Israel is not anti-Semitic, and saying so is vile. But 
singling out Israel for opprobrium and international sanction… is anti-Semitic, and not saying so is dishonest.”7 

 

BDS undermines peace efforts between Israel and the Palestinians. 
 

 BDS condemns groups that promote dialogue and coexistence between ordinary Israelis and Palestinians.8  
 

 BDS places all pressure to end the conflict on Israel, while failing to hold Palestinian leaders accountable for 
promoting hatred, incitement, and terrorism. Palestinian leaders have no incentive to negotiate in good faith if 
they think the world will pressure Israel into giving them everything they want.  
 

 Many companies targeted by BDS promote coexistence, hiring both Israeli and Palestinian employees.9  
 

BDS hurts ordinary Palestinians. 
 

 Noam Chomsky, one of Israel’s harshest critics, has accused BDS of calling for “the destruction of Israel,” and 
said that “if you really hate the Palestinians, [BDS] is a good step because it’s going to harm them.”10 
 

 Almost 100,000 Palestinians work in Israel and Israeli settlements in the West Bank.11 On average, they earn 
twice as much as Palestinians who work in the Palestinian Authority, and for many the difference in wages is 
even higher.12 These workers support thousands of other Palestinians financially.13  
 

 Many Palestinian farmers rely on Israeli companies such as Agrexco to export their goods to European 
markets.14 Agrexco has exported hundreds of tons of Palestinian produce from Gaza since 2010.15   

 

BDS is not new. Extremists have been calling for anti-Jewish, anti-Israel boycotts since the 1930s. 
 

 The Palestinian Arab Executive Committee, led by Nazi collaborator Haj Amin al-Husseini, called for a boycott 
against Jews in the British-controlled Palestine Mandate in 1933.16 Arab nations imposed boycotts against pre-
state Israel in 1945, and expanded them when Israel was established in 1948.17 Arab officials clearly stated that 
the goal of those boycotts was the “liquidation of Israel”.18 BDS is a continuation of that destructive agenda. 
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